Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk.hemingtonpc@gmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Parish Council (Annual Council)
Held on Wednesday 10th September 2025  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Hanley, Cross, Green and Francis

Also Present:	J Gregory Proper Officer plus 2 Members of the public 

	
25/26 041		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Buckwell with a family matter. 
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
Tim Gibbs requested permission to test a smart SID device on an existing pole on private land, ensuring no data would be collected. Cllr Hanley proposed and Cllr Cross seconded the approval. Edward Drew noted that the Council, as a planning authority, has permitted development rights.	
Edward Drew noted that BANES had removed Ash trees and asked the Parish Council to check Somerset's related procedures. Cllr Francis replied that The Estate regularly surveys roadside hedges. Drew noted a specific dead tree in a risky position and stated when the tree dies they become brittle risking breaking off. The Clerk will follow up with Somerset and report back.  
25/26 042		Declarations of Interest
None

25/26 043		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	To receive the minutes of the meeting held September 2025 
Resolved: approved.

25/26 044 	Report from Chair
The Chair noted and requested the following:
· New email of Chair to be added to agenda.
· Suggested that Village Hall Committee to use the Parish News or Mendip Times for future advertising of events (as this wasn’t a PC matter).
· Cllrs Francis and Green urged to move to a PC email address – Cllr Hanley would assist in setting up.  
25/26 045	Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
i. A366 TAG Group
Awaiting a response.

ii. CSW/ASW
ASW- Cllrs Francis and Green would help with maintenance of the VAS (possibly tomorrow) using the cage. 

CSW – Cllr Cross stated that a few sessions had been going on and had participated. 

The SID location request has been followed up with Traffic, and Cllr Barry Clarke is now involved; however, no response has been received to date.  It was suggested that the non response from the Traffic Department now be escalated to the Monitoring Officer. 

iii)	Noticeboards
	Ongoing with Vince Curtis. 

vi)	Playfield and Green Grasscutting
Trug and Lettuce have now mowed several parts of the village. Councillor Biggerstaff agreed to review all the areas and follow up with them. The first invoice has been received, and another round of mowing is planned within the next two weeks. Trug proposed an additional cut in November, which will depend on the weather and will be confirmed as needed.

25/26 046 	Planning Matters for Consideration					
Jane Evans from the Writhlington Action Group contacted us about the proposal to build 1,150 homes on arable land at Writhlington. After discussing general planning issues and learning of plans in Welton Valley—where development from Paulton may connect with Clandown—the Clerk was directed to offer any necessary support to oppose the Writhlington scheme. . 
25/26 047	Finances
i) Bank Reconciliation deferred to November meeting due to annual leave. 

ii) To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
		J Gregory	           	Salary & Expenses               £262.99 (net) 
	HMRC                           PAYE Liability                           £58.00
	Trug and Lettuce     Grasscutting	                £225.00	

Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Hanley and seconded Cllr Biggerstaff with all in agreement to accept the payment schedule.

iii) The Clerk noted the Precept is due in January; budget items should be submitted for discussion in November and finalisation in December.

25/26 048		Other business Referred to the Clerk
As Cllr Clarke was unavailable, apologies were noted along with a report on an upcoming planning department decision in relation to case load, an active travel grant, issues with Suez collections, and an Executive Committee meeting for unspecified reasons.	
		The latest round of SALC training offers had been circulated to Councillors.
		
25/26 049 	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
		Budgets for discussion 

25/26 050	Date of the next Meeting 
12th November 2025
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance.  

Meeting closed 8.10pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.
