Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk.hemingtonpc@gmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Parish Council (Annual Council)
Held on Wednesday 12th November 2025  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Buckwell, Green and Francis

Also Present:	Cllr B Clarke, J Gregory Proper Officer plus 2 Members of the public 

	
25/26 051		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Cross with annual leave and Cllr Hanley advised a work commitment 
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
Joanne Owers informed the Council about a possible plan by Ashford Homes to build nine large houses south of Westmead. She listed several reasons against the proposed development, such as its location outside the settlement area, the fact it’s on open countryside, potential flooding risks on Fulwell Lane, and overall environmental concerns. Residents who might be affected were encouraged to send individual responses to the Planning Authority. The Council will stay alert for when the official application is submitted.
Joanne was thanked for her attendance and left the meeting. 
25/26 052		Declarations of Interest
None

25/26 053		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	To receive the minutes of the meeting held October 2025 
Resolved: approved.

25/26 054 	Report from Chair
The Chair asked of email addresses
· Cllr Green left to provide a parish email address. 
.  
25/26 055	Report from Somerset Councillor B Clarke
Cllr Clarke reported that Somerset Council's finances are deteriorating, with the Auditor raising concerns. A £3 million wage and salary review is planned. Kier is prepared for winter road maintenance; requests for gulley cleaning should go to them.
A cost of living support scheme with a £1,000 limit is available, as is the white goods fund also being available.

AI cameras at Nunney Catch have recorded 4,700 driver offenses since July, such as eating while driving and not wearing seatbelts. No prosecutions yet, but Cllr Clarke suggested this may be considered in the future as this was a good money spinner.

Planning guidelines will change in November following discussion in the House of Lords. Planning Committees will decrease from 13 to 11 members. Developments with fewer than 10 homes will be consulted upon by Parishes but not the Planning Committee.
There is a fund to uprate footpaths as part of “active travel”.

Cllr Clarke referred to Joanne Owers' comment about developments exceeding permitted limits, citing Coleford as an example, where half of the 144 units approved were outside those boundaries. Details such as flooding, water runoff, sewerage, and impacts on highways are influential factors in any planning application.  Cllr Clarke left the meeting at this point to meet with another parish.
Cllr Buckwell would like to promote household support schemes and will discuss using Facebook with Cllr Cross upon her return.
The group considered potential uses for "active travel fund," but found no immediate options. Members noted increased business at Tuckers Grave, more pedestrians entering the village, and the possibility of  trimming hedges near Tuckers Grave to widen the verge.

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
i. A366 TAG Group
TAG meeting attended.  There had been no response from Gary Warren / Nick Cowling to the two letters sent from the Parishes.  The MP had however been in touch following accidents both Saturday and Sunday 

ii. CSW/ASW
ASW – report that the west camera was not working properly.  TG would investigate.
Thanks to Cllr Franciis for his help with the VAS repair.  Unfortunately it was not repairable and therefore TG has kindly donated a replacement – TG thanked for his kindness.
Cllr Buckwell reported that the group felt demoralised, with some members leaving and sessions losing momentum.  With fewer sessions were being held, members noted feelings that the overall speed of traffic in the village had increased.  
The Chair met with Sara Davis and a technician to discuss SID locations. The east side of the village was straightforward, with a proposed site near TG’s gateway pending further consultation with residents. The west side posed challenges: a telegraph pole was unsuitable, and pavement placement would need to be against a wall. Tom Ayres offered use of his land  if it could be moved when selling his property. Sara Davis noted installation issues with contractors. Cllr Biggerstaff will follow up site locations with Sara Davis for clarification.
Clerk to contact Elan City regarding the SID warranty to ensure that it is not started until the SID’s are in situ.
TG stated that when the SID’s go up he proposed to the Council to modify a unit to signal a Warning – Adverse Camber and donate to Norton St Philip.  Nothing decided at this stage but was felt a good idea.


iii)	Noticeboards
	Ongoing with Vince Curtis. 

vi)	Playfield and Green Grasscutting
Another cut made. Agreed that everywhere would have two cuts a month from April to October inclusive with the possibility for changes as necessary 

25/26 056 	Planning Matters for Consideration	
 	Charlton Farm Hammer Lane Hemington Frome Somerset 
	Application:Householder
	Application Number: 2025/1955/HSE
	Deadline for response 24.11.25
	Resolved :  Council to recommend approval
	
	Single storey rear extension
	2 Pond Cottages Bishop Street Faulkland Radstock Somerset 
	Householder Application 
	Application Number: 2025/1945/HSE
	Resolved: Recommend approval
			
25/26 057	Finances
i) Bank Reconciliation as at 31.10.25 £44004.72 

ii) To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
		J Gregory	           	Salary & Expenses               £262.99 (net) 
	HMRC                           PAYE Liability                           £58.00
		
Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Green and seconded Cllr Francis with all in agreement to accept the payment schedule.

iii) Discussion around budget and to look at including Chapter 8 Training, a communications budget, losing the election cost and possibly increasing professional fees 

25/26 058		Other business Referred to the Clerk
		A consultation was available until the 23rd January on House to house Charity collection licensing.
		
25/26 059 	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
		Budgets for discussion 
		Playground Inspection Report 

25/26 060	Date of the next Meeting 
10th December 2025 
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance.  

Meeting closed 8.45pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.
