Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk@hemingtonpc.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Parish Council (Annual Council)
Held on Wednesday 11th February 2026  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Buckwell, Green, Hanley, Francis

Also Present:	J Gregory Proper Officer plus 8 Members of the public 

	
25/26 086		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Cross had a family commitment.
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
None
25/26 087		Declarations of Interest
No Declarations in the meeting 

25/26 088		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To receive the minutes of the meeting held January 2026 
Resolved: approved and signed in the presence of the meeting. 

25/26 089 	Report from Chair
Nothing to report other than matters listed in agenda.  Thanks to Tim for providing the 2011 design statement and neighbourhood plan. 

25/26 090	Report from Somerset Councillor B Clarke
The report was distributed. Councillor Clarke noted that Somerset Council Tax would rise by 4.9% instead of the previously predicted 11%. Since each 1% increase generates £3 million in revenue, there remains a significant shortfall.
No road resurfacing was scheduled for Mendip East this year. Despite using data nearly two years old, Somerset was rated among the best in the country, likely due to planned improvements rather than actual road conditions.	
Consultations regarding reforms to the National Planning Framework are currently underway. These changes would mean that developments of fewer than ten homes would bypass parish consultation and regional planning committee review. Large estates, involving hundreds of properties, would also be decided directly by the planning inspectorate. The moratorium on Somerset planning applications—where only new submissions were being processed—is being addressed by Bill Cotton, who has recently joined the department.
Cllr Clarke requested an update on the Back Lane planning application; since no amendments have been received, we maintain our opposition.
25/26 091	Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
i. A366 TAG Group
Email circulated late today on Gary Warren’s response.  Costs not finalised by circa £3k.  Letter from GW did not address the Tuckers Grave Crossroads.  Clerk to chase response on this aspect
ii. CSW/ASW
There is nothing new to report regarding Avon and Somerset Police, as they continue to be uncooperative and have not responded to communications. Humberside and Cumbria, however, have implemented the scheme. 
Two Community Speed Watch (CSW) sessions were held in January, but poor weather and the season have made it difficult to conduct more.  
iii)	Noticeboards
There was a discussion about the location and condition of noticeboards in the village, including whether one board is sufficient or if more are needed—this may relate to community engagement. For now, it was agreed to purchase one new board to replace the village hall noticeboard.  

vi)	SIDS
The Chair spoke with Jim and Maria at one end of the village, and both were satisfied. At the other end, the pavement met requirements but was narrow. Locations will be provided to the Clerk and the issue advanced with traffic authorities.

vii)	White lines
Sara Davis reported that this is contracted out and something they do not control.  Whilst it is on the list she cannot advise when this will be completed. 

		viii)	Planters
More detail of sizing and location needed.  Cllr Clarke stated the pipework’s would provide cheap offcuts which they have in Doulting.

		ix)	Wellbeing and Community Engagement Meeting
Cllrs Cross, Biggerstaff, and Buckwell met with SALC staff regarding grants of up to £1k for community engagement. Updating our parish plan was discussed, including forming a Steering group, organizing a community event, and creating a questionnaire. Grant funds can be used for publicity, advertising, or event costs, with SALC supporting the process. There is another meeting this Friday; all Councillors may attend as they wish.
x) 	The bridleway wall had been reported to footpaths who indicated that highways were looking at it.  The Clerk followed this up with Highways but no response had been made.  Cllr Clarke said he would speak to Charlie at Highways for an answer.

25/26 092	Planning Matters for Consideration	:None
			
25/26 093	Finances
i) Bank Reconciliation as at 31.01.26 £36919.36

ii) To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
		J Gregory	Salary 		             			£262.99
	                           HMRC                                   	PAYE Liability                  	£58.00
	                    	SALC	Training (Clerk)	£25.00
	
Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Hanley and seconded Cllr Francis with all in agreement to accept the payment schedule.

iii) Clerk confirmed the precept request and advised the meeting that payment will be made in two installments instead of one, as in previous years.

25/26 094		Other business Referred to the Clerk
PCSO offered to attend any community events and provided a report for the parish newsletter which the Clerk would pass on.

Assertion 10 training covered a new tick box on the AGAR form, in brief requiring use of a gov.uk website and primary email. Gmail accounts are not allowed, so the Clerk will use the org.uk address, which is currently compliant although worth mentioning that this may change so we will need to be prepared.
Cllr Buckwell requested a team clean the bridleway before bird nesting season.  Chris at the Lavender Farm would be approached and they agreed 1st March 

25/26 095 	Any Other Business
		Clerk to advise dates of Chapter 8 training 

25/26 096 	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
		
25/26 084	Date of the next Meeting 
11th March 2026
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance. 

Meeting closed 8.40pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.
