Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk@hemingtonpc.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Parish Council (Annual Council)
Held on Wednesday 11th March 2026  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Buckwell, Cross, Francis

Also Present:	J Gregory Proper Officer plus 2 Members of the public 

	
25/26 098		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllrs Hanley and Green had work committments
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
None
25/26 099		Declarations of Interest
No Declarations in the meeting 

25/26 100		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To receive the minutes of the meeting held February 2026 
Resolved: approved and signed in the presence of the meeting including an amendment to 91 iv) to read “ The Chair spoke to Jim and Maria at one end of the village and both had reservations” 

25/26 101 	Report from Chair
Nothing to report other than matters listed in agenda.  

25/26 102	Report from Somerset Councillor B Clarke
		Not in attendance however written report circulated prior to the meeting. 

25/26 103	Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
i. A366 TAG Group
Response to Gary Warren email sent from both parishes.  Somerset are not able to contribute towards any costs so it will be a 50/50 with Norton St Phillip.  It is unlikely we will get anything further this financial year.  Now that the bend has been completed Sara Davis has agreed to look at the crossroads.
ii. CSW/ASW
Nothing to report on ASW.  
CSW were increasing sessions with weather improvement.
iii)	Noticeboards
Awaiting delivery

iv)	SIDS
Councillor Buckwell met with Sara Davis and had an extended Teams meeting to discuss alternatives, agreeing to replace the current ASW unit at the NSP end of the village. Tim Gibbs volunteered to help with the installation. At Lansdown View, the unit will be placed by the buddleia bush between numbers 9 and 10. The Parish will notify residents of these properties. The VAR unit located in the field will be removed, and Councillor Francis will handle its removal.

v)	White lines
Completed.

		vi)	Wellbeing and Community Engagement Meeting
Cllr Cross circulated a funding form for the Community Plan, proposing its approval with a £1k grant from SALC and a deadline of 30th September for the Community Plan to be in place. SALC personnel offered strong support. Plans were for a  working group to be formed and a public meeting on 14th April at 6pm to gather resident input although there would be questionnaires available to all residents through various media options. Cllr Buckwell seconded the proposal, which was unanimously approved. 
Cllr Cross also suggested village hall wi-fi, agreed in principle pending cost estimates for the next meeting.
vii)	Bridleway
Highways had contacted the residents of the property with the fallen wall who promptly remedied the issue.  Thanks was also expressed to the group of volunteers who cleared the area.

		viii)	Noticeboard
			Awaiting delivery.

		ix)	Planning Enforcement
With some changes to planning resulting in bounce-backs of the issue an Enforcement Form was completed and information sent to the generic email address at “planning East” of Somerset Council. 

		x)	Training 
2 places were required and liaison was taking place with Val Fox at NSP although an email from Sara Davis indicated that some Councils had booked the incorrect course.  Clarity was requested as to which course however no response had been received.

25/26 104	Planning Matters for Consideration	:None
	It was mentioned that S106 for the West Farm (Westmead development) included roundabouts for the village.  The Clerk would look to get a copy of the S106 agreement.
			
25/26 105	Finances
i) Bank Reconciliation as at 28.02.26 £36246.38

ii) To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
		J Gregory		Salary 		             	£262.99
	                           HMRC                                   	               	PAYE Liability                                £58.00
	                           Parish Noticeboard Company     	New noticeboards                 £1056.00
	
Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Cross and seconded Cllr Francis with all in agreement to accept the payment schedule.

iii) Year end was fast approached so there would be preparation being done for the audit. 

25/26 106		Other business Referred to the Clerk
Crime report circulated
25/26 107 	Any Other Business
To adopt IT Policy (in line with Assertion 10).  Proposed Cllr Buckwell and seconded Cllr Cross with all members in agreement.  

Clerk to contact Trug and Lettuce regarding Village Hall needing a cut and to be extra careful as bulbs were slow to flower in some places.

25/26 108	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
		Wifi costs to be presented

25/26 109	Date of the next Meeting 
8th April 2026
APM and ACM to be held in May

Confidential session for the discussion of Clerk’s Contract/Pay Scales.
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance. 

Meeting closed 8.10pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.
