Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk@hemingtonpc.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Parish Council (Annual Council)
Held on Wednesday 8th March 2026  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Buckwell, Cross, Francis, Hanley

Also Present:	Cllr B Clarke, J Gregory Proper Officer plus 3 Members of the public 

	
25/26 110		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Green had sent apologies and was unwell.
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
Acknowledgement of the perseverance regarding the white lining which was now complete.
Resident question over the Back Lane planning
Resident had noticed “levels” being created to Rose Cottage which was subject to a planning application sometime ago.
25/26 111		Declarations of Interest
No Declarations in the meeting 

25/26 112		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To receive the minutes of the meeting held March 
Resolved: approved and signed in the presence of the 

25/26 113 	Report from Chair
Nothing to report other than matters listed in agenda.  

25/26 114	Report from Somerset Councillor B Clarke
		Written report circulated prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Clarke reported no Council Meetings. The Resilience Benefit Scheme will be available for three years. A Health and Wellbeing Grant was available and it was noted that the Parish had been agreed funding. Road conditions are poor, with a three-month wait for pothole repairs. Changes to ward boundaries will reduce Somerset Councillors from 110 to 96; Mendip East and Central will be merged into surrounding wards of  Mendip Hills and Evercreech. An interactive map is available on this topic and the Clerk should resend it to Councillors.

25/26 115	Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
i. A366 TAG Group
Work had started although there had been some confusion with work at Tuckers Grave.
ii. CSW/ASW
A Road Safety Managers report on the adoption of ASW had been ill informed and the response from Avon and Somerset Police disappointing.  The debate continues.
CSW had held a couple of sessions.  It was noticeable the affect their presence had on slowing traffic down.
iii)	Noticeboards
The delivery is scheduled for Friday, and the Clerk will coordinate sending it to the village hall. Councillors Francis and Hanley will handle the assembly.

iv)	SIDS
One was ready for installation, with Cllr Francis coordinating with Tim Gibbs. Councillors needed only to discuss the other SID with a Lansdown View resident.

v)	Wifi hotspot
	From discussions with SALC it was suggested that this would be worthwhile and an attractive prospect in increasing bookings to the hall.  Questions were asked why it was a Council matter for payment, Hall finances were muted along with using an element of the grant.  It was agreed that a business cost along with technical costs are supplied for the next meeting to enable councillors to make a decision.  Any technical requirements in the meantime would be passed to Cllr Hanley or Tim Gibbs.

vi) 	Wellbeing and Community Engagement Meeting
Councillors will have seen the boards advertising Tuesday’s public meeting. SALC will attend, guide the session, and present. This is the main element leading to a Community plan due by the end of September. Cllr Cross will follow up on the £1k grant, with a possible additional £500.  Cllr Buckwell said a questionnaire would be developed and it was agreed that this would come to Council for approval before issue. 
vii)	Telephone Box
	Scheduled for painting May/June

		ix)	Planning Enforcement
Ongoing there had been no response currently

		x)	Training 
Cllr Biggerstaff would speak to Val Fox at NSP as we had indicated our preference to link up where necessary 

25/26 116	Planning Matters for Consideration	
	Cllr Clarke advised that the Back Lane application was passed yesterday at the Planning Committee.

	An re-application had come in after the agenda had been produced on Fulwell Lane.   The Clerk was asked to request an extension for a date beyond the next meeting.
			
25/26 117	Finances
i) Bank Reconciliation delayed with Natwest Midsomer Norton closed the clerk would need to obtain a statement from Frome. 

ii) To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
			J Gregory		  Salary 		             		£288.39
			HMRC                                   	PAYE Liability                  	  £64.20	
			D Buckwell	Reimbursement of printing	£  55.00
D Buckwell had a further payment request.  The Clerk asked whether it was prudent to pay these items as they came up as it was all subject to the grant funding and a cost code set up on the accounts to monitor

Ground rent from the Estate via Savills had been requested today.  It was agreed to pay the £125.00 per annum rental

Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Cross and seconded Cllr Francis with all in agreement to accept the payment schedule and additional items .

iii) Year end was progressing with a VAT claim made.  The Year end reconciliation was hindered by Natwest Bank (sighted above) 

25/26 118		Other business Referred to the Clerk
Crime report circulated
For information - a volunteer group had suggested the 26th April for a litter pick and would meet 10.30am on the bench.  
25/26 119 	Any Other Business

25/26 120	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
		Wifi costs to be presented

25/26 121	Date of the next Meeting 
13th May commencing 7pm for the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Council Meeting. 
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance. 

Meeting closed 8.24pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.
