Hemington, Hardington 
& Foxcote Parish Council
Chairman: Ian Biggerstaff: ibhemingtonpc@gmail.com
			          Clerk: Jen Gregory 07912177288  clerk@hemingtonpc.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________
M I N U T E S
Of Hemington, Hardington & Foxcote Full Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 23rd September  2026  7.30pm at Faulkland Village Hall 

Present:	Cllrs Biggerstaff, Hanley, Green, Francis, Buckwell 

Also Present:	Somerset Councillor B Clarke, J Gregory Proper Officer plus 3 Members of the public 

	
26/27 035		Welcome and apologies for absence
Cllr Cross sent apologies as she had a prior engagement. 
Resolved: Apologies accepted by the meeting

Public Participation
Matters raised;
Parish news did not contain minutes.  Clerk advised that they were being sent with a councillor being copied in. 
With regard to planning application 2026/1488 the applicant advised that the area would be used for livestock and horses with the building providing 24 hour care for the animals. (item 7 on agenda)
In relation to the Village Hall Grant the request was now for cable covers and a contactless card machine.  Both of which would help better run events in the village.  
26/27 036		Declarations of Interest
Cllr Green advised a interest in ratification of 2026/1271 (item 7 on the agenda) 

26/27 037		Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To receive the minutes of the meeting held July 
Resolved: approved and signed in the presence of the meeting.

26/27 038 	Report from Chair
Nothing to report other than matters listed in agenda.  

26/27 039	Report from Somerset Councillor B Clarke
Written report circulated prior to the meeting.

Cllr Clarke advised of a new Section 114 Officer and 151 Financial Officer for Somerset Council.

The National Scheme of Delegation would be in affect from 31st October this would mean any planning not decided would fall under this remit.  The purpose of the scheme would speed up house building.  Somerset Councillors would not be so involved in the process and Parishes would have number limitations with more responsibility given to Planning Officers.  We would still be notified of applications but not necessarily able to comment. 

There was a new Planning Enforcement Officer with 8 staff.

The grant for Warm Winter Spaces was available and should be passed to the Village Hall Committee. 
Action: Clerk to advise details to VH Committee 

26/27 040	Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
a. A366 TAG Group
Signs on the bend had been smashed.  
Action: Further correspondence with Traffic needed – Chair to arrange
White lines have been repainted through the village.  
Action: Clerk to request removal of white lines from the Triangle to Chapel Barn.
b. CSW/ASW
Geoff Hunt would be taking over as CSW Co-ordinator.  
Action: Cllr Buckwell would conduct a handover. 
c.	Noticeboards
Not completed and time an issue for Councillors who had previously committed.  It was agreed to look at alternatives. 
Action:  Clerk to look at Trug and Lettuce as a possibility.  Cllr Buckwell to look at the Frome Town handyman contact details. 
d.	SIDS
Traffic advised that installation was by a third party and would be done by the end of the financial year.  Cllr Francis advised that the pavement had been marked up. 
The SID required turning off.  Cllr Hanley had a key but was unsure.  T Gibbs would know how to do this.
Action:  Clerk to ask T Gibbs to liaise with Cllr Hanley regarding the turning off process. 
e.	Wifi hotspot
 	Deferred 

f. 	Wellbeing and Community Engagement Meeting
Reports had been circulated.  Cllr Hanley felt that a decision could not be given as the reports needed a lot of attention and a proper presentation to the meeting.   It was agreed to defer to the next meeting.
Action:  Cllr Cross to arrange presentation and Clerk to add to next meeting agenda

g.	Fingerposts
Agreement reached to look at costs for the triangle which would involve Somerset Forge and repainting of the one by the Pub. 

Action:  Clerk to action quotations

h.	Village Maintenance
Benches completed. Cllr Hanley stated he would oil them when they are not in use later in the year.  Cllr Buckwell requested we get some advice on the Stocks for care and maintenance.

Action:  Cllr Hanley to oil benches.  Clerk to look for listed building advise. 

i. Pond Maintenance
With a previous contractor retired Cllr Biggerstaff would look at a potential contact

Action:  Cllr Biggerstaff to progress Pond enquiries

26/27 041	Planning Matters for Consideration	
Cllr Green left the meeting for 2026/1594 (Notification only) and ratification of decision of 2026/1271 returning to discuss items 2026/1488 and 2026/1650
	 Notification Only[image: ]
		Resolved: No action required 
To consider the following planning applications : Extensions granted 
[image: ]
Resolved:  2 objections, 2 members abstained, 1 in support.  Reasons for objection overdevelopment on plot, impact on countryside.
		[image: ]
Ratification of decision:
		[image: ]
		Resolved:  3 objections, 1 abstention, 1 Declaration of interest 

Decisions on the following (for information) 
2026/0891  Carpenters Paddock – approved
2026/1448  1 Lavendar Close – approved
2026/1271  8 Westmead – approved

26/27 042	Finances
a. Bank Reconciliation to 31st August £39590.30.  The second payment of precept had been made during early September so not included in figures above.

b. Payments agreed and made during August

J A Gregory		Salary				£288.19
HMRC		PAYE				£  64.40
Trug & Lettuce	Grasscutting 			£325.00

c. To agree schedule of payments as indicated below:
J A Gregory		Salary		  		£288.19
 				 Fasthosts		Web Hosting			£  87.64  Reimburse Clerk
				 HMRC 		PAYE 				£  64.20
				        Refreshments		Community engagement 		£206.00
				        Trug & Lettuce           	June Invoice (missed)		£450.00

			Resolved:  Proposed Cllr Hanley and seconded Cllr Francis to approve the payment schedule.

26/27 043		Other business Referred to the Clerk
The Subject Access Request was in progress.  However the Environmental Information Regulations required clarity on atleast one matter.

		Action:  Clerk given authority to look request any information needed.

		Car Parking Grove Lane –  there was a car that was still causing issue.

		Action:  Clerk to follow up with Police

		Grant Application Village Hall
		Agreed in principle and to be paid on receipt of correct grant form.

26/27 044	Matters for consideration at the Next Meeting.
Dog mess
Deferred items above

26/27 045	Date of the next Meeting 
14th October 2026
Attendees were thanked for their contribution and attendance. 

Meeting closed 9.15pm 

A signed copy of the minutes can be viewed by arrangement via the Parish Clerk.

Overview of Actions
Action: Clerk to advise details to VH Committee of Warm Winter Grant (complete)
Action: Further correspondence with Traffic needed – Chair to arrange ref smashed signage
Action: Clerk to request removal of white lines from the Triangle to Chapel Barn (request complete)
Action:  Clerk to look at Trug and Lettuce as a possibility.  Cllr Buckwell to look at the Frome Town handyman contact details. 
Action:  Cllr Hanley to oil benches.  Clerk to look for listed building advise re Stocks (latter form for completion)
Action:  Cllr Biggerstaff to progress Pond enquiries
Action:  Clerk given authority to look request any information needed re SAR and EIR (Completed)
Action:  Clerk to follow up with Police re Grove Road Parking (completed) 
Action : Clerk to action quotations for fingerposts (Deferred) 
image1.png
Proposal: Application for a proposed lawful development certificate for the
planting of native hedge

Locatlon 8 Westmead Faulkland Radstock Somerset BA3 5GL

Mr G Benneworth

Certificate of Proposed Use/Development

Application Number:  2026/1594/CLP





image2.png
Proposal: Installation of prefabricated timber building on agricultural plot

Location: Land Centred Coordinates 376101 153970 Hammer Lane
Hemington Frome Somerset

Applicant: Mr Mathew & Ben Drayson & James

Application Type: Full Application

Application Number:  2026/1488/FUL
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Proposal:

Appllcatlon Type:

Application Number:

Extension and transformation of existing bungalow, rear and front
extension, second storey extension plus inclusion of outbuilding to
the rear.

Brackenberry House Green Street Foxcote Radstock Somerset
Mr P Bunton

Householder Application

2026/1650/HSE
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Proposal: PROPOSED BOUNDARY WALL TO FRONT AND PROPOSED
BOUNDARY FENCE TO REAR

Location: 8 Westmead Faulkland Radstock Somerset BA3 5GL
Applicant: MR G BENNEWORTH
Application Type: Householder Application

Application Number:  2026/1271/HSE




